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Shady Shakespeare Theatre Company Launches Its 
2010 Summer Season
Much Ado (About Nothing) and The Merchant of Venice

SARATOGA, CALIF. — May 1, 2010 — Shady Shakespeare Theatre Company (SSTC) announces the start of its 2010 Season – The Merchant of Venice and Much Ado (About Nothing). The plays will perform in repertory style, alternating performance evenings, Thursday through Sunday, July 30 – September 5, 2010 at Sanborn-Skyline County Park in Saratoga, CA.  All performances start at 7pm and admission is free.  Parking is $6.00 per vehicle.  Donations are graciously accepted at the end of each performance.


The first show to grace our stage under the stars is The Merchant of Venice, directed by SSTC veteran Bryan Freeman. Shortly after he decided to direct this play, Mr. Freeman, was actually strolling through the streets of Venice.  The beauty, splendor, and opulence of this historic city so entices that it is easy for one to overlook the crumbling foundations, which will one day loose this stunning city to the sea.  That same deception is rich in Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice; we will seduce our audience with the close ties of friendship, young love, and perfection in prose and poetry. However, on the other side of the Bard’s canal floats bloody vengeance, racism, and fate in one of three caskets… Join SSTC this summer as we stage our production in 16th century classical Venetian fashion! 

And now for something completely different!  Artistic Director, Larry Barrott, has adapted the comic masterpiece, Much Ado About Nothing, setting it in the 1940's, just as the boys are returning home from the war. This production is rich with the music that helped define this age in American and European history and will feature a live band to support our heroines as they help tell Shakespeare's great love story with moxie and songs such as Don’t Sit under the Apple Tree, Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy, and Sing Sing Sing. Adapted, but true to Shakespeare's original, this production is infused with a fresh style and vibrancy that will leave you wanting more. 
For more information about SSTC and its 2010 Summer Season, please visit our web site at www.shadyshakes.org, email info@shadyshakes.org, or call 408-569-0360.
SHOW INFORMATION

Shady Shakespeare Theatre Company’s Free Shakespeare in the Park 2010
The Merchant of Venice - July 30, July 31, August 1, 14, 15, 19, 20, 28, 29; September 2, 3

Much Ado About Nothing - August 6, 7, 8, 12, 13, 21, 22, 26, 27; September 4, 5
The Amphitheatre at Sanborn-Skyline County Park; 16055 Sanborn Rd., Saratoga, 95070

7pm curtain for all performances

Admission:  
Free

Parking:  
Public parking is available at the park for a fee of $6.00 per vehicle.  

Seating:  
Seating is provided, but there is room for blankets and low-backed chairs.

Clothing/Food:  
As the weather varies at Sanborn, theatergoers are encouraged to dress in layers and bring blankets.  Families and picnics are welcome.  Snacks, wine, and both hot and cold beverages will be available at the concessions stand.

Donations:  
Hats and baskets are passed around at the end of performances.

About Shady Shakespeare

Shady Shakespeare Theatre Company (SSTC) is an outdoor theatre company based in the South Bay dedicated to providing free public performances of William Shakespeare’s works to communities of the Peninsula and South Bay since 1999.  SSTC believes in the power of Shakespeare’s works to speak to modern audiences, and strives to create productions that are just as enjoyable, moving, enlightening and accessible today as they were during Elizabethan times.  SSTC performs its summer season at the Outdoor Theatre at Sanborn-Skyline County Park in Saratoga, CA.  Headquartered in Santa Clara, CA, SSTC is affiliated with Theatre Bay Area, and the San Jose Chamber of Commerce.
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